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 the history 

 Yeshua and the apostles used it to further the 

gospel 

 the structure that Paul taught was indeed that of 

the 1st century Jewish synagogue. 
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ESVHosea 4:6  My people are 

destroyed for lack of knowledge; 

because you have rejected 

knowledge, I reject you from being a 

priest to me. And since you have 

forgotten the law of your God, I also 

will forget your children. 
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Malachi 2:7-8 “ . . . the 

lips of a priest should 

guard knowledge, and 

people should seek 

instruction from his 

mouth, for he is the 

messenger of the 

LORD of hosts.  8 But 

you have turned aside from the way. You have caused 

many to stumble by your instruction . . .” 



“gather together” 

“kavah“ (  (6960 – ָקָוה
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NKJ Genesis 1:9 Then God said, "Let the waters under 

the heavens be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear"; and it was so. 



“gather together” 

“edah“ (  (5712 – ְעָדה
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NKJ Exodus 12:6 'Now you shall keep it until the 

fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole 

assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at 

twilight. 



“gather together” 

“qahal“ (  (6951 – ָקָהל
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NKJ Exodus 12:3  "Speak to all the congregation of 

Israel, saying: 'On the tenth day of this month every 

man shall take for himself a lamb, according to the 

house of his father, a lamb for a household. 
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NKJ Acts 15:21 "For Moses 

has had throughout many 

generations those who 

preach him in every city, 

being read in the 

synagogues every Sabbath. 



10 
amiyisrael.org 

“Synagogues were in use from 

the earliest times, and Dr. John 

Lightfoot identifies them with the 

‘high places’ so often mentioned 

in Scripture in a commendable 

sense, as in 1 Samuel 9:10; 

10:5 and 1 Kings 3:4.” 
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“Synagogues were in use from 

the earliest times, and Dr. John 

Lightfoot identifies them with the 

‘high places’ so often mentioned 

in Scripture in a commendable 

sense, as in 1 Samuel 9:10; 

10:5 and 1 Kings 3:4.” 

 

“How else could the ‘holy 

convocations’ be held in 

accordance with Leviticus 23?” 
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ESV 1 Kings 3:3-5   Solomon loved the LORD, walking in 

the statutes of David his father, only he sacrificed and 

made offerings at the high places.  4 And the king went to 

Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high 

place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings 

on that altar.  5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 

Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, "Ask what I 

shall give you." 
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It must be understood that the main 

object of these Sabbath day 

assemblages in the synagogues 

was not public worship in it stricter 

sense, but religious instruction, in 

which to an Israelite was, above all, 

instruction in the law. 



15 
amiyisrael.org 

ESV Mark 1:21-22   And they went 

into Capernaum, and immediately 

on the Sabbath he entered the 

synagogue and was teaching.  
22And they were astonished at his 

teaching, for he taught them as 

one who had authority, and not as 

the scribes. 
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ESV Acts 17:1 Now when they had 

passed through Amphipolis and 

Apollonia, they came to 

Thessalonica, where there was a 

synagogue of the Jews.  2 And 

Paul went in, as was his custom, 

and on three Sabbath days he 

reasoned with them from the 

Scriptures,  3 explaining and 

proving that it was necessary for 

the Christ to suffer and to rise from 

the dead, and saying, "This Jesus, 

whom I proclaim to you, is the 

Christ." 
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 "Like Israel of old, the Church is called ‘the people of 

God’ (1 Peter 2:10) and is expected to function with 

communal self-awareness. Whenever the Church has 

forsaken this aspect of its Jewish roots -- the so-called 

democracy of the synagogue -- and become 

authoritarian and hierarchically centered, rather than lay- 

or people-centered, its social consciousness has been 

greatly blunted".  

 
Our Father Abraham, Marvin Wilson, Pg. 190 
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The general direction of affairs was committed to elders, 

whereas special officers were appointed for special 

purposes.  But the peculiarity here is that just for the acts 

proper to public worship - the reading of the scripture, 

preaching, and prayer – no special officials were 

appointed.  These acts were, on the contrary, in the time 

of Christ still freely performed in turn by members of the 

congregation.” 

 
Unger’s Bible Dictionary; Merrill F. Unger; Moody Press; Chicago, IL;  

1988; ISBN 0-8024-9037-9; pg.1229a 
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ESV Acts 13:13-16   Now Paul and his companions set 

sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And 

John left them and returned to Jerusalem,  14 but they 

went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And 

on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and 

sat down.  15 After the reading from the Law and the 

Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to 

them, saying, "Brothers, if you have any word of 

exhortation for the people, say it."  16 So Paul stood up, 

and motioning with his hand said: "Men of Israel and you 

who fear God, listen . . . “ 
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• recitation of the Shema 

• reading of that week’s Torah 

“parasha” 

• reading of that week’s “haftara” 

portion (reading from the 

prophets) 

• followed by a short teaching 

on what was just read 

• a lecture or sermon 

• the Priestly Blessing 

Typical Synagogue Service: 
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ESV Luke 4:16-20  And he came to Nazareth, where he 

had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to 

read.  17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 

him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 

was written,  18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the 

captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 

liberty those who are oppressed,  19 to proclaim the year 

of the Lord's favor."  20 And he rolled up the scroll and 

gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes 

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 
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ESV Ephesians 4:11-12   11 And he 

gave the apostles, the prophets, the 

evangelists, the pastors and 

teachers,  12 to equip the saints for 

the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ . . . 
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• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 

Elders 

ziqnie - י  2205 – זְִקנ ֵ֨

 
• older 

• wiser 

• knowledgeable in scripture 

• filled many synagogue roles 
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Apostles 
Shaliach 

shalach - 7971  - ָשַלח 

• Sent out 

• two by two 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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Apostles 
Shaliach • Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 

ESV Acts 13:1 Now there were in the 

church at Antioch prophets and 

teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was 

called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 

a member of the court of Herod the 

tetrarch, and Saul.  2 While they were 

worshiping the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them."  3 Then after 

fasting and praying they laid their 

hands on them and sent them off. 
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Apostles 
Shaliach 

shalach - 7971  - ָשַלח 

• Sent out 

• two by two 

• often a rabbi or disciple 

• First step in setting up a new 

synagogue 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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Prophets 

navi - 5030  - נביא 

• speaks forth 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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Prophets 

navi - 5030  - נביא 

KJV Exodus 7:1   And the LORD said 

unto Moses, See, I have made thee a 

god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother 

shall be thy prophet. 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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Prophets 

navi - 5030  - נביא 

• speaks forth 

• admonishes the people to 

turn to YHVH 

• Many 1st century prophets 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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Evangelists 

maggid - 5046  - מגיד 

• a telling 

• based on asking 

questions 

• often a rabbi 

• itinerant 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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Pastors 

Zaken - ְְ2205  - ןזָק 

• an older person 

• typically an elder, rabbi, 

priest 

• often retired 

• Counsel and visit the sick 

• “shepherds”  

ra’ah - 7462 -  ָרָעה 

“to pasture, tend, graze, feed”  

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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Teachers 

batlanim - 989  -ַבְטָלנִים 

• “men of leisure” - retired 

• 3 required for a new 

synagogue 

• studied the scriptures 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 



34 
amiyisrael.org 

Overseer 

chazen 

chaza - 2370 – ַחזָא  

• “to see” 

• minister, deacon 

• ran the synagogue (under the 

direction of the elders) 

• “angel of the synagogue” 

• the only paid position 

• Apostles 

• Prophets 

• Evangelists 

• Pastors 

• Teachers 
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• Paul’s instructions were not how to set up a new 

church, but how to set up a new synagogue. 

• The 1st century assemblies were a continuation of 

Jewish synagogue system 

• Yeshua did not replace Israel with “the church” 

Conclusion: 



  

Peace be Unto You 


