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By: Tim Kelley

“a fence or boundary formed by a dense row of
shrubs or low trees.”
Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary
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“The Hebrews were a nomadic people raising
livestock. It would not be uncommon for a shepherd
to be out with his flock, away from the camp, over the
night. In order to protect the flock, the shepherd
would construct a corral of thorn bushes. The
shepherd would then guard over the flock, and the
corral would be a hedge of protection around them.
The Hebrew word for a thorn is ( שמירshamiyr,
Strong's #8068) and derived from the
verb ( שמרshamar, Strong's #8104), which literally
means to guard and protect . . .”
Jeff Benner; Ancient Hebrew Research Center;
http://www.ancient-hebrew.org/language_aaronic.html
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Hedge
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mesukah ( ְשכָּה
ֶֹ מ- 4881) – a thorn hedge



gederah (  גְדֵ ָּרה- 1448) – a fence or wall
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NKJ Proverbs

15:19 The way of the lazy man is
like a hedge (4881 - mesukah) of thorns, But the
way of the upright is a highway
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NKJ Proverbs

15:19 The way of the lazy man is
like a hedge (4881 - mesukah) of thorns, But the
way of the upright is a highway . . .

mesukah ( ְשכָּה
ֶֹ  מ- 4881)
from

suwk ( שּוְך- 7753)
K – kaf (hand)
6

s – shin (teeth)
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sukkah ( סכָּה
ֻ – 5521)
from

sakak ( שכְַך
ָּ - 5526)
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Job
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LXE Isaiah

5:1-3 Now I will sing to my beloved a
song of my beloved concerning my vineyard.
My beloved had a vineyard on a high hill in a
fertile place. 2 And I made a hedge around it,
and dug a trench, and planted a choice vine,
and built a tower in the midst of it, and dug a
place for the wine-vat in it: and I waited for it to
bring forth grapes, and it brought forth thorns.

9

amiyisrael.org

LXE Isaiah

5:1-3 Now I will sing to my beloved a
song of my beloved concerning my vineyard.
My beloved had a vineyard on a high hill in a
fertile place. 2 And I made a hedge around it,
and dug a trench, and planted a choice vine,
and built a tower in the midst of it, and dug a
place for the wine-vat in it: and I waited for it to
bring forth grapes, and it brought forth thorns.
LXE Isaiah

5:7 For the vineyard of the Lord of
hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Juda
his beloved plant: I expected it to bring forth
judgement, and it brought forth iniquity; and
not righteousness, but a cry
10

amiyisrael.org

LXE Isaiah

5:5-6 5 And now I will tell you what I
will do to my vineyard: I will take away its
hedge, and it shall be for a spoil; and I will pull
down its walls, and it shall be left to be trodden
down. 6 And I will forsake my vineyard; and it
shall not be pruned, nor dug, and thorns shall
come up upon it as on barren land; and I will
command the clouds to rain no rain upon it.
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Hosea
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NKJ Hosea

2:6-7

6

" Therefore, behold, I
will hedge up your
way with thorns, And
wall her in, So that she
cannot find her paths.
7 She will chase her
lovers, But not
overtake them; Yes,
she will seek them,
but not find them
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NKJ Hosea

2:7-8
7 . . . Then she will say,
'I will go and return to
my first husband, For
then it was better for
me than now.' 8 For
she did not know That
I gave her grain, new
wine, and oil, And
multiplied her silver
and gold -- Which they
prepared for Baal.
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NKJ Hosea

2:9-13 " Therefore I will return and take
away My grain in its time And My new wine in its
season, And will take back My wool and My linen,
Given to cover her nakedness. 10 Now I will uncover
her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, And no one
shall deliver her from My hand. 11 I will also cause all
her mirth to cease, Her feast days, Her New Moons,
Her Sabbaths -- All her appointed feasts. 12 "And I will
destroy her vines and her fig trees, Of which she has
said, 'These are my wages that my lovers have given
me.' So I will make them a forest, And the beasts of the
field shall eat them. 13 I will punish her For the days
of the Baals to which she burned incense. She decked
herself with her earrings and jewelry, And went after
her lovers; But Me she forgot," says the LORD.
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NKJ Psalm

80:12-19 Why have You broken down her
hedges, So that all who pass by the way pluck her
fruit? 13 The boar out of the woods uproots it, And the
wild beast of the field devours it. 14 Return, we
beseech You, O God of hosts; Look down from heaven
and see, And visit this vine 15 And the vineyard which
Your right hand has planted, And the branch that You
made strong for Yourself. . . 17 Let Your hand be upon
the man of Your right hand, Upon the son of man
whom You made strong for Yourself. 18 Then we will
not turn back from You; Revive us, and we will call
upon Your name. 19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts;
Cause Your face to shine, And we shall be saved!
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NKJ Hosea

2:14 "
Therefore, behold, I
will allure her, Will
bring her into the
wilderness, And
speak comfort to her.
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NKJ Job

10:11 Clothe me with skin and flesh, And
knit me together (7753 - suwk) with bones and
sinews?
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NKJ Job

10:11 Clothe me with skin and flesh, And
knit me together (7753 - suwk) with bones and
sinews?
NKJ

Colossians 2:18-19 18 Let no one cheat you of
your reward, taking delight in false humility and
worship of angels, intruding into those things
which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his
fleshly mind, 19 and not holding fast to the Head,
from whom all the body, nourished and knit
together by joints and ligaments, grows with the
increase that is from God.
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Review:
 Hedges are used to separate good from bad
 God builds hedges to:
Protect from an adversary
 Restrict our desire to sin
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~k,øl' ~Al’v'
Peace be Unto You

