Where Was God
During Yeshua’s Day?
A look into the Tabernacle and Temple
Sanctity
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N. T. Wright, (Anglican
Archbishop) writes:
“Israel’s God had not yet returned to
Zion. Nowhere in the so called
postexilic literature is there any
passage corresponding to 1 Kings 8:10,
according to which, when Solomon’s
temple had been finished, ‘a cloud filled
the house of Yahweh, so that priests
could not stand to minister because of
the cloud; for the glory of Yahweh filled
the house of Yahweh.’”
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1 Kings 8:10-11
( First Temple)
10 And it came to pass, when the
priests came out of the
holy place, that the cloud filled
the house of the LORD, 11 so that
the priests could not continue
ministering because of the cloud;
for the glory of the LORD filled the
house of the LORD.
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Carol Kaminski, “Casket Empty”

“Yet when the Temple is dedicated
under Zerubbabel and Joshua (Ezra
6:13-18), there is no indication that
God’s glory filled it…There is no sign
that God’s glorious presence ever
returns to the rebuilt Temple.”
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Ezra 6:13-15 (Second Temple)
 13 Then Tattenai, governor of the region beyond the
River, Shethar-Boznai, and their companions
diligently did according to what King Darius had
sent. 14 So the elders of the Jews built, and they
prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they
built and finished it, according to the commandment
of the God of Israel, and according to the command
of Cyrus, Darius, and Artaxerxes king of
Persia. 15 Now the temple was finished on the third
day of the month of Adar, which was in the sixth
year of the reign of King Darius.
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Ezra 6:16-18 (Second Temple)
 16 Then the children of Israel, the priests and the
Levites and the rest of the descendants of the
captivity, celebrated the dedication of this house of
God with joy. 17 And they offered sacrifices at the
dedication of this house of God, one hundred bulls,
two hundred rams, four hundred lambs, and as a sin
offering for all Israel twelve male goats, according to
the number of the tribes of Israel. 18 They assigned
the priests to their divisions and the Levites to
their divisions, over the service of God in
Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of Moses.
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7

What did people believe in the
First Century?
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3 Maccabees 2:15-16
 15 For your dwelling is the heaven of
heavens, unapproachable by human
beings. 16 But because you graciously
bestowed your glory on your people
Israel, you sanctified this place. (The
Temple)
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2 Maccabees 3:38-39

For he who has his dwelling in heaven
watches over that place himself and brings it
aid, and he strikes and destroys those who
come to do it injury.”
39
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How does God manifest himself
throughout the Bible?
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What does the Bible say?
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Luke 1:8-9 (Second Temple)
 8 So it was, that while he (Zacharias) was
serving as priest before God in the order
of his division, 9 according to the custom
of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn
incense when he went into the temple of
the Lord.
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John 2:13-15 (Second Temple)
 13 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand,
and Yeshua went up to Jerusalem. 14 And He
found in the temple those who sold oxen and
sheep and doves, and the money
changers doing business. 15 When He had
made a whip of cords, He drove them all out
of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen,
and poured out the changers’ money and
overturned the tables.
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John 2:15-17 (Second Temple)
 16 And He said to those who sold
doves, “Take these things away! Do not
make My Father’s house a house of
merchandise!” 17 Then His disciples
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for
Your house has eaten Me up.”
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Matthew 23:21 (Second Temple)
 21 He who swears by the temple, swears
by it and by Him who dwells in it.
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Matthew 23:21 (Second Temple)
 21 He who swears by the temple, swears
by it and by Him who dwells in it.

“Dwells” Strong’s
2730 “katoikeó”, to
house permanently,
reside (literally or
figuratively), dwell,
inhabit.
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Ezra 5:1-3 (Second Temple)
 Then the prophet Haggai and Zechariah the son of
Iddo, prophets, prophesied to the Jews
who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of
the God of Israel, who was over
them. 2 So Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and
Jeshua the son of Jozadak rose up and began to
build the house of God which is in Jerusalem;
and the prophets of God were with them, helping
them. 3 At the same time Tattenai the governor
of the region beyond the River and Shethar-Boznai
and their companions came to them and spoke
thus to them: “Who has commanded you to build
this temple and finish this wall?”
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Ezra 5:4-5 (Second Temple)
 4 Then, accordingly, we told them the
names of the men who were
constructing this building. 5 But the eye
of their God was upon the elders of the
Jews, so that they could not make them
cease till a report could go to Darius.
Then a written answer was returned
concerning this matter.
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Haggai 1:2-5 (Second Temple)
 2 “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying:
‘This people says, “The time has not come,
the time that the LORD’s house should be
built.” ’ ”3 Then the word of the LORD came
by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time
for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled
houses, and this temple to lie in
ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says
the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!
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Haggai 1:6-8 (Second Temple)
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“You have sown much, and bring in little;
You eat, but do not have enough;
You drink, but you are not filled with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
And he who earns wages, Earns wages to put into a
bag with holes.” 7 Thus says the LORD of hosts:
“Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and
bring wood and build the temple, that I may take
pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD.
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Zechariah 1:16 (Second Temple)
 16 ‘Therefore thus says the Lord: “I am
returning to Jerusalem with mercy;
My house shall be built in it,” says
the LORD of hosts, And a surveyor’s line
shall be stretched out over Jerusalem.”
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How does God dwell in the
Tabernacle/First Temple
comparatively?
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Deuteronomy 31:17-18
 17 Then My anger shall be aroused against
them in that day, and I will forsake them,
and I will hide My face from them, and
they shall be devoured. And many evils
and troubles shall befall them, so that
they will say in that day, ‘Have not these
evils come upon us because our
God is not among us?’ 18 And I will surely
hide My face in that day because of all the
evil which they have done, in that they
have turned to other gods.
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Psalm 78:56-61 (Tabernacle)
 Yet they tested and provoked the Most High God,
And did not keep His testimonies, 57 But turned
back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers; They
were turned aside like a deceitful bow.58 For they
provoked Him to anger with their high places, And
moved Him to jealousy with their carved
images.59 When God heard this, He was furious,
And greatly abhorred Israel, 60 So that He forsook
the tabernacle of Shiloh, The tent He had placed
among men, 61 And delivered His strength into
captivity, And His glory into the enemy’s hand.
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Psalm 78:56-61 (Tabernacle)
 Yet they tested and provoked the Most High
God, And did not keep His testimonies,
57 But turned back and acted unfaithfully like
(Str. 5203) to
their fathers; They were turned aside
like forsake,
a
leave,
deceitful bow. 58 For they provoked Himpermit
to
anger with their high places, And moved Him to
jealousy with their carved images. 59 When God
heard this, He was furious, And greatly
abhorred Israel, 60 So that He forsook the
tabernacle of Shiloh, The tent He had placed
among men, 61 And delivered His strength into
captivity, And His glory into the enemy’s hand.
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1 Samuel 7:1-2 (Tabernacle)
Then the men of Kirjath Jearim came
and took the ark of the LORD, and
brought it into the house of Abinadab
on the hill, and consecrated Eleazar his
son to keep the ark of the LORD. 2 So it
was that the ark remained in Kirjath
Jearim a long time; it was there twenty
years. And all the house of Israel
lamented after the LORD.
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1st Chronicles 21:28-30
(Tabernacle)
 28 At that time, when David saw that
the LORD had answered him on the
threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite,
he sacrificed there. 29 For the
tabernacle of the LORD and the altar of
the burnt offering, which Moses had
made in the wilderness, were at that
time at the high place in Gibeon. 30 But
David could not go before it to inquire
of God, for he was afraid of the sword
of the angel of the LORD.
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The Transition Between Temples
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Ezekiel 11:16-17 (Third Temple)
 16 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
“Although I have cast them far off among
the Gentiles, and although I have scattered
them among the countries, yet I shall be a
little sanctuary for them in the countries
where they have gone.” ’ 17 Therefore say,
‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “I will gather you
from the peoples, assemble you from the
countries where you have been scattered,
and I will give you the land of Israel.”
30

Why Does This Matter?
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Revelation 21:22
(New Jerusalem)
 22 But I saw no temple in it, for the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb
are its temple.
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Ezekiel 43:5-7 (Third Temple)
The Spirit lifted me up and brought me into
the inner court; and behold, the glory of the
LORD filled the temple. 6 Then I heard Him
speaking to me from the temple, while a man
stood beside me. 7 And He said to me, “Son of
man, this is the place of My throne and the
place of the soles of My feet, where I will
dwell in the midst of the children of Israel
forever. No more shall the house of Israel
defile My holy name, they nor their kings, by
their harlotry or with the carcasses of their
kings on their high places.

 5
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Ezekiel 43:10-12 (Third Temple)
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“Son of man, describe the temple to the house of
Israel, that they may be ashamed of their iniquities;
and let them measure the pattern. 11 And if they are
ashamed of all that they have done, make known to
them the design of the temple and its arrangement, its
exits and its entrances, its entire design and all
its ordinances, all its forms and all its laws.
Write it down in their sight, so that they may keep its
whole design and all its ordinances, and perform
them. 12 This is the law of the temple: The whole area
surrounding the mountaintop is most holy. Behold,
this is the law of the temple.
10
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Closing Remarks
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Acts 17:10-11
 10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul
and Silas away by night to Berea. When they
arrived, they went into the synagogue of the
Jews. 11 These were more fair-minded than
those in Thessalonica, in that they received
the word with all readiness, and searched the
Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.
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Chag Sameach!
Questions
Or

Comments?
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