
Torah Economics 
Part 3 – Offerings and Tithes 

by Tim Kelley 



Israel – the first two Months 

YHVH - King 

Israel ï Priests & Judges 
(FarmersïShepherdsïGoldsmithsïBuildersïEtc.) 

Standing Army  

Church   

Government Assistance 



Israel – After the Golden Calf 

YHVH - King 

Israel ï Judges 
(FarmersïShepherdsïGoldsmithsïBuildersïEtc.) 

Standing Army  

Government Assistance 

Levites - Priests 



Israel – 400 Years Later 

YHVH 

Israel 
(FarmersïShepherdsïGoldsmithsïBuildersïEtc.) 

Government Assistance 

Levites - Priests 

King / Judge 

Army 



Tabernacle Income 

> Firstlings 

> Firstfruits 

> Tabernacle Offerings 

> Atonement Half Shekel 



Redemption  of Firstborn 

. . .  all the firstborn 

are mine. On the day 

that I struck down all 

the firstborn in the land 

of Egypt, I 

consecrated for my 

own all the firstborn in 

Israel, both of man 

and of beast. They 

shall be mine: I am the 

LORD."   

ESVNumbers 3:13   

 



Redemption  of Firstborn 

Every firstborn of a 

donkey you shall 

redeem with a lamb, or 

if you will not redeem it 

you shall break its 

neck. Every firstborn 

of man among your 

sons you shall 

redeem. 
ESV Exodus 13:13 

   

 



Redemption  of Firstborn 

And their redemption 

price (at a month old 

you shall redeem 

them) you shall fix at 

five shekels in silver, 

according to the 

shekel of the 

sanctuary, which is 

twenty gerahs. 
ESV Numbers 18:16 



Redemption  of Firstborn 

"All the firstborn males that 

are born of your herd and 

flock you shall dedicate to 

the LORD your God. You 

shall do no work with the 

firstborn of your herd, nor 

shear the firstborn of your 

flock.  20 You shall eat it, you 

and your household, before 

the LORD your God year by 

year at the place that the 

LORD will choose. ESV Deuteronomy 15:19-20 



FirstFruits 

The best of the firstfruits of your 

ground you shall bring into the 

house of the LORD your God. 
ESV Exodus 23:19 



FirstFruits 

. . . you shall take some ( ˸˧˷˞˶ 

ï reósheet - Strongôs 7225) of the 

first of all the fruit of the ground, 

which you harvest from your land 

that the LORD your God is giving 

you, and you shall put it in a 

basket, and you shall go to the 

place that the LORD your God will 

choose, to make his name to 

dwell there. 
ESV Deuteronomy 26:2 



Census Atonement 

ESVExodus 30:11-15   

The LORD said to Moses,  12 

"When you take the census of 

the people of Israel, then each 

shall give a ransom for his life . 

. . Each one who is numbered 

in the census shall give this: 
 half a shekel according to the shekel of the 

sanctuary . . . Everyone . . . from twenty years 

old and upward . . .  The rich shall not give 

more, and the poor shall not give less . . . 



Census Atonement 

"We also take on ourselves the 

obligation to give yearly a third 

part of a shekel for the service 

of the house of our God . . .  
ESV Nehemiah 10:32 

 



Tithes 
ESVNumbers 3:11-12   11 And the LORD spoke to 

Moses, saying,  12 "Behold, I have taken the 

Levites from among the people of Israel instead 

of every firstborn who opens the womb among 

the people of Israel. The Levites shall be mine. 

 



Tithes 

"Every tithe of the land, 

whether of the seed of the 

land or of the fruit of the 

trees, is the LORD's; it is holy 

to the LORD. 
ESVLeviticus 27:30 

If a man wished to redeem some of his tithe, he 

shall add a fifth of the value to it. 
ESVLeviticus 27:31 



Tithes 

And every tithe of herds and 

flocks, every tenth animal of 

all that pass under the 

herdsman's staff, shall be 
holy to the LORD.  

ESVLeviticus 27:32 

"To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel 

for an inheritance, in return for their service that 

they do, their service in the tent of meeting . . .  
ESVNumbers 18:21 



Tithes 

. . . you shall seek the 

place that the LORD 

your God will choose . . 

.6 and there you shall 

bring your burnt offerings 

and your sacrifices, your 

tithes and the 

contribution that you 

present, your vow 

 offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of 

your herd and of your flock.  
ESVDeuteronomy 12:5-6 



Tithes 

"When you have finished 

paying all the tithe of your 

produce in the third year, 

which is the year of tithing, 

giving it to the Levite, the 

sojourner, the fatherless, 

and the widow, so that they 

may eat within your towns 

and be filled, then you shall 

say . . .  
ESVDeuteronomy 26:12 



Torah Economics 

>YHVHôs Economic Principles: 

> Take Care of the Poor - Tzedekah 

>predominantly on the local level 

>provide meaningful work 

>maintain their dignity 

>impose no undue burden (interest) 

> Provide for the Tabernacle / Temple 

>offerings , maintenance 

> Provide for those who do the work of the 

Temple 
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Peace be Unto You 
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