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anthropomorphism
“The attribution of humah cha'ra_cféristics or

behavior to a deity, animal, or objﬂct”.
' - Oxford Dictionary
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anthropomorphism

“The attribution of human Cha'racféristics or
behavior to a deity, animal, or ObjﬂCt
| -Oxford chtlonary

anthropos = “man”=
morphe = “form™
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anthropomorphism

.




4 ':Anthropomorphisms o

(i}i}!

2h prayed DY
nd said: «“0) LORD GON§
e awho d wells betweeé
im, ?You are God, You
all the kingdoms of the
u have made heaven and

a“Inclin
hle63r: ropen Your €yes, O LoRrD, and
see: and hear the words of Sen-

nacherib, c<which he has sent to re-
proach the living God.
17 “Truly, LORD, the kings of A

JE waste the nations and

lands,

& / 18 “and have cast their gods into
S "1¢ fire; for they were <not gods, but
g\1¢ work of men’s hands—wood



anthropomorphism "
God often used anthropomorphlsms to |

descrlbe Himself ‘ %

‘What Jewish writers have to say about the i
use of anthropomorphlsms '

A What the sages and scribes have done to-
correct God’s use of anthropomorphlsms

* How glvmg “human” attributes to God |
~causes problems W|th the|r understandmg of -

5 MeSS|ah
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How Does God Descrlbe Hlmself

L God IS qadosh”-— set apart Hon
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‘How Does God Descrlbe Hlmself ‘
L God IS qadosh” —set apart Hon

- 'NKJ Leviticus 11 45 'For | am the LORD th
2 '_brlngs you up out of the land of Egypt, tobe
. -your God. You shaII therefore be holy, for lam
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'How Does God Describe Hifns’elf |

'ESVIsalah 40:28 Have you not known? Have you not
heard? The LORD:is the everlasting God, tl"ﬁ Creator of
s the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow

. weary; hls understanding is unsearchable. -
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‘How Does God Describe Himself

NKJJob 5:9 Who does great thmgs and. unsearchable
I\/Iarvelous thlngs W|thout number o | ~
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| ‘How Does God Describe Himsjelf |

N psalm 145 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be
pralsed And HIS greatness is unsearchable |
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How Does God Descrlbe Hlmself

e Exodus 29:45 "l will dwell among the chlldren of

| Israel and WI” be thelr God. ‘ .
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| ‘How Does God Describe Himsfelf |

»

NKl Isaiah 54:5 For your Maker is your husband, The

LORD of hosts is His name; And your Redeemer is the

e Holy One of Israel; He is caIIed the God of the whole Y

'earth

143
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-4 Anth’ropomorphisms:

N Exodus 3:20 "So | will stretch out My hand and Strike

Egypt with all My wonders which | will do'in |im|dst and

- after that he will let you go. | .
- NK psalm 89:20 | have found My servant David; Wlth I\/Iy

_..--holy oil I have anointed him, with.whom My hand shaII be .*
‘establlshed Also My arm shall strengthen him.

NI 2 Samuel 22 16 Then the channels of the sea were

& SCEI The foundations of the world were uncovered At the
. rebuke of the LORD At the blast of the breath of His-

¢ .nostrlls

114
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: -An'th'ropomorphismS'

N2 Kings 19:16 "Incline Your ear, O LORD and hear open |
Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the worgds of
~ Sennacherlb which he has sent to reproach th I|V|ng God.

' : "TNKJ Exodus 33:20 But He said, "You cannot see My face for
~--NO man shaII see Me, and live."

NKJ Deuteronomy 4:30 "When you are in dlstress and- aII
- these things come upon you in the latter days when you - -
7 turn to the LORD your God and obey His voice "

; (0 Numbers 6:25 The LORD make H|s face shlne upon you,
P And be gracious to you i

15 g
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Anthropomorphlsms

Nig Gene5|s 1:3 Then God sald "Let there be Ilght" and
there was Ilght ~ : |
*

i Gene5|s 3:8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God ‘
2 ‘--‘walklng in'the garden in the cool of the day . .

g ‘.NKJGene5|s 9:14-15 "It shaII be when | bring a cloud Over
‘the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud and |
-~ will remember,l\/ly covenant whlch./sb_,etween.Me.and you

- '_j','NKJ Exodus 2:24 So God heard thelr groanlng, and God
_ remembered His covenant with Abraham W|th Isaac, and
g 'W|th Jacob |

6 V.
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-4 -Anth’ropomorphismS'

N2 Chronicles 12:7 Now when the LORD saw that they

humbled themselves, the word of the LORD came to

~ Shemalah saying, "They have humbled themselveS'

~ NK psalm 139:5 (O LORD) You have hedged me behlnd and

= tbefore ‘And laid Your hand upon me.

NK! [saiah 59 15 So truth fa|Is And he Who departs from :
'- eV|I NELGH hlmselfa prey. Then the LORD saw /t and it
£k -dlspleased H|m That there was no justice.

, : 'NKJ Exodus 20 5 you shaII not bow down to them nor serve

i

| 'them For |, the LORD your God, am a jealous God
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: -Anth’ropomorphismS'

NKI Psalm 37:13 The Lord Iaughs at h|m For He sees that
his day is comlng - % -

e NKJJudges 2:18 And when the LORD raised up judges for
"+ them, the LORD was with the judge and delivered them °
out of the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; %
" for the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because =
of those who oppressed them and harassed them :

- NKI Deuteronomy 1:37 "The LORD was also angry wrth me -

- for your sakes saylng, 'Even you shaII not-go. in there

| 18

P o Isaiah 61:8 "For , the LORD |0VEJUStIC€ I hate robbery
. for burnt offering; | will direct their work in truth, And WI||
& make W|th them an everlastlng covenant. W
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Anthropomorphlsms

Nk Jeremiah 3:14 "Return, O backslldmg chlldren says the
LORD; "for | am married to you. | will take yo*one from:a
- - city.and two from a famlly, and | will bring you'to Zion.

1 19 V.
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- NK'Genesis 1:26- 27 Then God said, "Let Usﬁlake man
.- in Our image, according to Our likeness . .." 2”So God
~ created man in His ownimage; in the i image of God He

“ '-created h|m maIe and female He created them

| 20 : g
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- NK'Genesis 1:26- 27 Then God said, " et Usﬁlake man

.- in Our image, according to Our likeness . .." 2”So God
created man in His owniimage; in the i image of God He

. Ml

o '-created h|m maIe and female He created them

SIS accepted as a major aX|om ofJudalsm from >

; 'the b|b||cal perlod onward, that no material
5 'representatlon of the De|ty is p055|ble or perm|SS|bIe

21

- Encyclopedla Judalca
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Judaism 101 —

“Although rnany pIaces in scripture 'and.TaImud speak of -
various parts of G-d's body (the Hand of G-d, G¥'s wings,

" etc.) or speak of G-d in anthropomorphic terms (G-d walking -

"~ in the garden of Eden, G-d laying tefillin, etc.), Judaism firmly

maintains that G-d has no body.-Any réference to G-d's body

~is simply a figure of speech, a means of making G-d's actions ~ -

‘more comprehensible to beings living in a material world. .

 Much of Rambam’s Guide for the Perplexed is devoted to -

L explaining each of these anthropomorphic references and
. proving that they should be understood flguratlvely

e : 'We are forbldden to represent G-dina phy5|cal form That is
. considered idolatry. The sin of the Golden Calf incident was
‘ not that the people chose. another delty, but that.they tried

122

- to represent G- d in a phy5|ca| form.”
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“Ultimately, every religious expression is caught in the dilemma
between, on the one hand, the theological desire to emphasize
the absolute and transcendental nature of the Diygne, thereby

~ reI|an|sh|ng its vitality and immediate reality an&elevance

and on the other hand, the rellglous need to conceive of the .

Deity and man's contact with Him in some vital and meaningful

.- ‘way. Jewish tradition has.usually shown preference for.the

24

“second tendency, and there is-a marked readiness to-speak of -

" God in a very concrete and V|tal manner and not to recon from ‘

~the dangers involved-in the use of apparent S o
o ‘anthropomorphlsms S o '
' | | Encycl’opedié Judaica
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JPS Exodus 29:45 And | will dwell
‘among the chlldren of Israel, and
~ will be thelr God Y |

Septuagint Fragment of the Minor Prophets

“.sfig 3

e &
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Septuagint Fragment of the Minor Prophets

1o |

75 Exodus 29:45 And | will dwell
‘among the children. of Israel, and
- will be thelr God Y |

LXX Exbdu-s- 29:45 And | will'be called

upon among ‘the children of Israel
and will be thelr God | :
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‘P>1saiah 54:5 For thy Maker-is thy -
‘husband, the LORD of hosts is His.
" name; and the Holy On&pof Israel is

‘- thy Redeemer, the God of the '
SRR \vhole earth shall He be called.

) N
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Septuagint Fragment of the Minor Prophets

28

‘P>1saiah 54:5 For thy Maker is thy -
‘husband, the LORD of hosts is His.
" name; and the Holy Oné&pof Israel is
thy Redeemer, the God of the '

whole _ea.rt'hs_h_all He be called.

XX |saiah 54: 5 For it is the Lord that"

‘made thee; the Lord of hosts is his -

~ hame: and he that dellvered thee,
| he is the God of Israel, and shall be

~ called so by the whole earth.
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THE MASSORAH

AND THE

MASSORETIC TEXT.

-.Ba5|s for “0ld Testament” m protestant Blbles
".Complled between 7t and 10t century CE '
“Added vowel pomts pronuncratlon marks stress ;

accents £

-~ Made changes to the text to correct p're'v_'iou_'s.- '
Tcopylsts it ' <

. i Noted them a5 Ern_enolat"ions: of the Sofarim”.*-

29
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THE MASSORAH

AND THE

MASSORETIC TEXT.

,. 1PS GeneSIS 18:22 And the méen turned from thence and
went toward Sodom; but Abraham stood yet before the -
. LORD ' e

| 80
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THE MASSORAH

AND THE

MASSORETIC TEXT.

'JPS GeneSIS 18:22 And the men turned from thence and
went toward Sodom; but Abraham stood yet before the_ -

- LORD.
i ;Ge“ES'S 1'.8'22. And the men tUrned the'ir' fa'c'e"slf‘rorn i
~~_thence, and'went toward Sodom but YHVH stood yet

i before the Abraham |

SR oy amiyisrael.org
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THE MASSORAH

AND THE

MASSORETIC TEXT.

: JPS2 Samuel 16:12 It may be that the LORD W|II Iook on
mme eye, and that the LORD will reqwte me. good for
¥ h|s cursmg of.me this day = -
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THE MASSORAH

AND THE

MASSORETIC TEXT.

'“’52 Samuel 16:12 It may be that the LORD W|II Iook ol
mine eye, and that the LORD will reqwte me. good for .
.,AhIS cursmg of.me this day.’ e

.2 Samuel 16:12 The LORD will-behold W|th His € eye, and' =
. that the LORD will reqwte me good for his cursmg of :
-1 me: thls day | :

SR oy amiyisrael.org
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“At times the rabbis resort to anthropomc')rp'hic
language in order to drive home a moral lesson. Thus
God's "descent”" on Mount Sinai is used foMghe

.. _following exhortation: "Let a man always learn from

'W'Thls Creator, for here the: Holy One blessed be He

= iforsook all of the mountains and hlgh hills-and caused =

‘His presence to rest on the lowly Mt. Slnal" (Sot. 5a).
- Similarly, on the third day after the circumcision of

-_ -j_Abraham' “the Holy One blessed be He sald to the

| 34

~_.Mministering angels Let us go down and VISIt the 51ck
- ER, - e |
e e ,E'ncyclopedviatlud‘aica |
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%
We Can therefore conclude that Judaism -
- though it holds as dogma that God must not

be described i in human terms - does HOt o *

necessarily practice what it preaches._ o

s v
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Judaism -

ANAAAAN

nnnnnnn

‘| 36

Renewed Efforts to Stone Jesus

31 Then °the Jews took up stones
again to stone Him.

32 Jesus answered them, “Many |.
good works I have shown you from
My Father. For wqgch of those works

3 The Jews answered Him, saying,
“For a good work we do not stone
You, but for ¢blasphemy, and be-
cause You, being a Man, Pmake
Yourself God.”

written in your law, ¢‘I said, “You are
gods” ’?
35 ‘““If He called them gods, to
whom the word of God came (and
the Scripture *cannot be broken),
36 ‘“‘do you say of Him ewhom the
Father sanctified and ?sent into the
world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ cbe-
cause I said, ‘I am 9the Son of God’?
37 «“If I do not do the works of My
Father, do not believe Me;
38 “but if I do, though you do not
believe ahelieve the works, that
oumayl = EIEVE
el Tohn 10
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ehya asher ehya 2

| I will be whatI;wl_ll_.be_,".

.. .Exodus: 314 :
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SHALOM ALECHEIM

o .-Peace be_ Unto You; '_ _-_-';'_ S



