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And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on 
this rock I will 
build my church, 
and the gates of 
hell shall not 
prevail against it. 

 
ESV Matthew 16:18 



 Strong’s 1577 

 Combination of: 

 ek (Strong’s 1537) – out of 

 kaleo (Strong’s 2564) to call 

 ekklesia = to call out, an assembly 

 a common Greek word – not a religious 
word 
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ekklesia (Greek) 

kahal (Hebrew) 

assembly (English) Fig. 1 



NKJ Matthew 16:18   "And I also say to 
you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build My church . . . 
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oikodomea 
Strong’s #3618 



 to build a house, erect a building  

 to build (up from the foundation 

 to restore by building 

 to rebuild, repair 
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NKJ Acts 9:31 Then the churches throughout all 
Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and 
were edified. And walking in the fear of the 
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, 
they were multiplied. 
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NKJ 1 Corinthians 8:1 Now concerning things 
offered to idols: We know that we all have 
knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love 
edifies.  
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NKJ 1 Corinthians 10:23   All things are lawful 
for me, but not all things are helpful; all things 
are lawful for me, but not all things edify. 
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NKJ Galatians 2:17-18   "But if, while we seek to 
be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are 
found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of 
sin? Certainly not!  18 "For if I build again 
those things which I destroyed, I make myself a 
transgressor. 



"It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to 
bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make 
you as a light for the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth."   

(Isaiah 49:6) 
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banah  (בנה) = oikodomea 

 to build, rebuild, 
establish, cause to 
continue 
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NKJ Amos 9:11 " On that day I will 
raise up The tabernacle of David, 
which has fallen down, And repair 
its damages; I will raise up its ruins, 
And rebuild (banah) it as in the days 
of old . . .” 
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Acts 15:16   “After this 
I will return, and I 
will rebuild the tent 
of David that has 
fallen; I will rebuild 
its ruins, and I will 
restore it . . . “ 
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anoikodomea 

Fig. 2 



KJV Isaiah 58:12 And they that shall 
be of thee shall build (banah) the 
old waste places: thou shalt raise up 
the foundations of many 
generations; and thou shalt be 
called, The repairer of the breach, 
The restorer of paths to dwell in. 
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TNK Isaiah 58:12 Men from your midst 
shall rebuild (banah) ancient ruins, 
You shall restore foundations laid 
long ago. And you shall be called 
"Repairer of fallen walls, Restorer of 
lanes for habitation." 
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KJV Jeremiah 24:6 For I will set mine 
eyes upon them for good, and I will 
bring them again to this land: and I 
will build (banah) them, and not 
pull them down; and I will plant 
them, and not pluck them up. 
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And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will re-build my assembly, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 
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ESV Matthew 16:18 And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. 
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 Located at the base of Mt. Hermon 

 the highest point in Israel 

 Named after Herod the Great’s son 

 Anciently called Paneas 

 After the Greek god Pan 
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Paneas 

 built on a shear 
rock face over 
100’ tall 

 niches cut to 
hold statues of 
Pan and other 
Greek gods 

 temple of Pan at 
base of the rock 
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Fig. 3 



 God of the wild, 
nature, rustic music 

 Hindquarters, legs, 
and horn of a goat 

 Associated with 
fertility and spring 

 The only Greek god 
who ends up dying 
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Fig. 4 



Gates of Hell 
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KJV Hosea 14:1 O Israel, return to the LORD 
your God, For you have stumbled because of 
your iniquity;  2 Take words with you, And 
return to the LORD. Say to Him, "Take away all 
iniquity; Receive us graciously, For we will offer 
the sacrifices of our lips.  3 Assyria shall not 
save us, We will not ride on horses, Nor will 
we say anymore to the work of our hands, 
'You are our gods.' For in You the fatherless 
finds mercy.” 4 " I will heal their backsliding, I 
will love them freely, For My anger has turned 
away from him. 
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5 I will be like the dew to Israel; He shall grow 
like the lily, And lengthen his roots like 
Lebanon.  6 His branches shall spread; His 
beauty shall be like an olive tree, And his 
fragrance like Lebanon.  7 Those who dwell 
under his shadow shall return; They shall be 
revived like grain, And grow like a vine. Their 
scent shall be like the wine of Lebanon.  8 " 
Ephraim shall say, 'What have I to do 
anymore with idols?' I have heard and 
observed him. I am like a green cypress tree; 
Your fruit is found in Me." 
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Peace be Unto You 


