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Understanding Israel

The Twelve Tribes
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"Blow the Great Shofar for our freedom, and 

lift up a banner to gather the exiles, and 

gather us from the four corners of the           

earth.ò

ñBlessed are You, O Lord, who gathers the 

banished of your people Israel." 
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ESV Genesis 2:21-24 So the LORD God caused a 

deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept 

took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 

flesh.  22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken 

from the man he made into a woman and brought 

her to the man.  23 Then the man said, "This at last 

is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 

shall be called Woman, because she was taken 

out of Man."  24 Therefore a man shall leave his 

father and his mother and hold fast (cleave) to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh.



NKJ Genesis 15:1 After these things the 

word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision, saying, "Do not be afraid, Abram. I 

am your shield, your exceedingly great 

reward."  2 But Abram said, "Lord GOD, 

what will You give me, seeing I go 

childless, and the heir of my house is 

Eliezer of Damascus?"
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3 Then Abram said, "Look, You have given 

me no offspring; indeed one born in my 

house is my heir!"  4 And behold, the word 

of the LORD came to him, saying, "This 

one shall not be your heir, but one who will 

come from your own body shall be your 

heir."
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5 Then He brought him outside and said, 

"Look now toward heaven, and count the 

stars if you are able to number them." And 

He said to him, "So shall your descendants 

be."  6 And he believed in the LORD, and 

He accounted it to him for righteousness.

¸Abramôs children to be a great multitude

¸ Belief = Righteousness
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NKJ Genesis 17:1 - 4 When Abram was 

ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared 

to Abram and said to him . . . I will make My 

covenant between Me and you, and will 

multiply you exceedingly . . . and you shall 

be a father of many nations (hamon goyim).

!Amhªïroar, crowd, noisy

~yI)AGïnations, gentiles, heathen
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NKJ Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless 

you, And I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall 

be blessed (barak).ñ

barak = %rB
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YLT And I bless those blessing thee, and him 

who is disesteeming thee I curse, and 

blessed in thee have been all families of 

the ground.ó

barak = %rB

hm'(d"a]h' txoïP.v.milKoß̂êb. Wkår>b.nIw>

Wkår>b.nI= ónevrecooô = mixed, grafted in
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So far:

1. Understanding (marriage) covenants is important if 

we are to understand Israel

2. The promise to Abram was of having a multitude of 

descendants

3. His belief was considered Righteousness

4. The mulititude would be

1. Noisy (hamon)

2. Possibly heathen (goy)

5. Israel to be a group of nations

6. The seed of Abram would be mixed with the 

nations

7. YHVH is responsible for bringing this about



The Promise Passed to Jacob:

ESV Genesis 28:3  3 God Almighty bless you and 

make you fruitful and multiply you, that you may 

become a company of peoples . . .

lh'qª= kahal = assembly

KJV . . . an assembly of peoples
LXE . . . gatherings (ekklesia) of nations.
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