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REVIEW:  Galatians to this point 

• Galatian congregations were a mixture of Jewish and non-Jewish 

believers 

• Paul’s letter was written primarily to the non-Jews, but Paul knew 

that the Jews would be reading it as well 

• Letter motivated by the fact that some of the non-Jews were 

being swayed by “another gospel”. 

• The crux of the “other gospel” was that the non-Jews had to 

convert to Judaism, which implied observance to the “oral law”  

• Paul makes it clear that if their standing before God was based 

on their works (converting to Judaism), then they would have to 

keep all the oral law to maintain that standing before God. 
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NKJ Galatians 5:13-14   For you, brethren, have been 

called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity 

for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  14 For 

all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: "You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself."  15 But if you bite and 

devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by 

one another! 
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“opportunity” – “aphorme” (Strong’s 874) 

“apo” (separation) + “hormao” (stir up, incite, to rush) 

“aphorme” = “a place from which an attack is made” 



NKJ Romans 7:8 But sin, taking opportunity  having a place 

from which to attack by the commandment, produced in me 

all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was 

dead. 

NKJ Romans 7:11 For sin, taking occasion having a place 

from which to attack by the commandment, deceived me, 

and by it killed me. 
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NKJ Galatians 5:13-14   For you, brethren, have been 

called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity  

a place from which to attack for the flesh, but through 

love serve one another.  14 For all the law is fulfilled in 

one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself."  15 But if you bite and devour one another, 

beware lest you be consumed by one another! 
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“flesh”  = the oral traditions 



 

 

NKJ Galatians 5:13-14   For you, brethren, have been 

called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity  

a place from which to attack for the flesh, but through 

love serve one another.  14 For all the law is fulfilled in 

one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself."  15 But if you bite and devour one another, 

beware lest you be consumed by one another! 
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NKJ 1 Corinthians 10:23  All things are lawful for me, but 

not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but 

not all things edify.  



 

 

NKJ Galatians 5:13-14   For you, brethren, have been 

called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity  

a place from which to attack for the flesh, but through 

love serve one another.  14 For all the law is fulfilled in 

one word, even in this: "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself."  15 But if you bite and devour one another, 

beware lest you be consumed by one another! 
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NKJ Leviticus 19:18 'You shall not take vengeance, nor 

bear any grudge against the children of your people, but 

you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 



NKJ Galatians 5:16-18   I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and 

you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  17 For the flesh 

lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; 

and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not 

do the things that you wish.  18 But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not under the law. 
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 “faith-based righteousness” vs. “works-based righteousness” 
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 “faith-based righteousness” vs. “works-based righteousness” 

“spiritual walk” vs. “fleshly walk” 
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NKJ John 3:5-6  "Most 

assuredly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of 

water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the 

kingdom of God.  6 

"That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and 

that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. 
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NKJ John 3:14-15  "And 

as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the 

wilderness, even so 

must the Son of Man be 

lifted up,  15 "that 

whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but 

have eternal life. 
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NKJ Galatians 5:16-18   I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you 

shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  17 For the flesh lusts 

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these 

are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things 

that you wish.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 
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ESV Galatians 5:16-17  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 

gratify the desires of the flesh.  17For the desires of the flesh are against 

the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these 

are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want 

to do. 



NKJ Galatians 5:16-18   I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you 

shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  17 For the flesh lusts 

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these 

are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things 

that you wish.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 
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TLK Version  Galatians 5:16-17  But I say, walk by faith-based 

righteousness, and you will not gratify the desires of works-based 

righteousness.  17For the desires of works-based righteousness are 

against faith-based righteousness, and the desires of faith-based 

righteousness are against works-based righteousness, for these are 

opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 



NKJ Galatians 5:16-18   I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you 

shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  17 For the flesh lusts 

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these 

are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things 

that you wish.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 
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NKJ Galatians 5:16-18   I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you 

shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.  17 For the flesh lusts 

against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these 

are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things 

that you wish.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 
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“walk” – “halacha” 

“halach” - ָהַלְך - Strong’s 1980 
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NKJ Exodus 18:20 "And 

you shall teach them the 

statutes and the laws, 

and show them the way 

in which they must walk 

(yalach) and the work 

they must do. 
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NKJ Ezekiel 36:26-27  “ . . .  

give you a new heart and 

put a new spirit within you; 

I will take the heart of stone 

out of your flesh and give 

you a heart of flesh.  27 "I 

will put My Spirit within you 

and cause you to walk in 

My statutes, and you will 

keep My judgments and do 

them.” 
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NKJ Luke 3:4-5   . . . 'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make 

His paths straight.  5 Every valley shall be filled and every 

mountain and hill brought low; the crooked places shall 

be made straight and the rough ways smooth; 
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NKJ Mark 7:5-8 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked 

Him, "Why do Your disciples not walk according to the 

tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed 

hands?"  6And He answered and said to them  “7 . . . in 

vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the 

commandments of men.  8 For laying aside the 

commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men . . .” 



25 

NKJ Deuteronomy 30:1-3  "Now it shall come to pass, 

when all these things come upon you, the blessing and 

the curse which I have set before you, and you call them 

to mind among all the nations where the LORD your God 

drives you,  2 "and you return to the LORD your God and 

obey His voice, according to all that I command you 

today, you and your children, with all your heart and with 

all your soul,  3 "that the LORD your God will bring you 

back from captivity, and have compassion on you, and 

gather you again from all the nations where the LORD 

your God has scattered you. 



 

 

NKJ Galatians 5:19-21   19 Now the works of the flesh are 

evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lewdness,  20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, 

outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  
21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of 

which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 

that those who practice such things will not inherit the 

kingdom of God. 
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NKJ Matthew 6:1 "Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds 

before men, to be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from 

your Father in heaven. ,. . . 5 " And when you pray, you shall not be like 

the hypocrites . . . Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward . . . 16 

" Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hypocrites, with a sad 

countenance . . . Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.” 



 

 

NKJ Galatians 5:22-23   But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 

peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
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NKJ John 15:7-11   7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, 

you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  8 "By this My 

Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  
9 " As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.  10 

"If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I 

have kept My Father's commandments and abide in His love.  11 "These 

things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that 

your joy may be full. 



 

 

NKJ Galatians 5:24-26   And those who are Christ's have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we 

live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  26 Let us not 

become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 

another. 
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NKJ Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave Himself for me. 



NKJ Galatians 5:24-26   And those who are Christ's have 

crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  25 If we 

live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.  26 Let us not 

become conceited, provoking one another, envying one 

another. 
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NKJ Isaiah 11:13 Also the envy of Ephraim shall depart, And the 

adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not envy 

Judah, And Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 



REVIEW:  Galatians 5:13-26 

• Though Paul is confident that most of the Galatians will abandon 

the “other gospel” of the perpetrators, he fears that the problem 

may eventually divide the congregation, therefore . . . 

• He instructs them to walk foremost within the instructions of the 

written Torah, which if they do so they will . . . 

• Will accentuate joy and godly love within the fellowship 
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Peace be Unto You 
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